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ANCON, Canal Zone, Pununia.I
have received many letters from
the United si.um asking me tc

write of the American women at Pan¬
ama- There arc several thousand of
th«m. and they come from every part
of the Union. They are of all classes
and conditions, from the wives of the
; «cii officials, stich as the contMlasldh-
crs, Who draw their H4.000 and up¬
ward, a vi nr, down to those of the low-
eat saiariea clerks, who get j'no or

>l".0 n month. Many of them are the
wives of nieyhanlcs. of railroad engin¬
eers, of electricians and steam-shovel
men, and not a few are nurses, school

ichors and the daughters of employes
of all classes, in general, 1 may say
that the woman here is above the
vi ri sc of her sex in any American

She h is been benefited by mixing
with others of her sex from all parts
of the country, by heir travels down to
rhe isthmus, and by a life here under
different ondltlons than those which
prevail anywhere else. She U often
good-looking. She is almost univer¬
sally healthy, .-.ltd she lacks the lines
and wrinkles of Worry whUb south
the farts of her sisters up North.

Ilousekcejrlnic on the Isthmus.
In the first place she has an tajs: jr

it e than at horn-.. Her housekeiying
worries are i.»ss, and .)«.- has Urielo
.-am for her landlord and he charges
no irent. According to t..e contract
with the men bhe government fur¬
nishes the qüarüiifs, and .t gives each
family a fromi according to tin salary
and rank its head holds in the Work.
The highest officials iaave mag ru been t

residences, great two-story structures,
many of the rooms of which are

twenty feet square and so anrangäd
thai Ihity open one into the other like
a high claks Japanese residic-tvce. let-
t ng t'e wind blow througth from ail
.. lea. These houses ..i- equipped with
¦bathrooms of t !>.. They ihave fur-
r'ture io oornrsipond and ar> as de¬
lightful homes for entorualnlnB as a
mail of ihai class could wish.

Further down on the salairy list
arc foomes ss pretentious, the quar¬
ters declining In character until they

ti th two and our family houses
ih< more modest clerks. All of

1 i ho homes a.r>? exceedingly ceanfor-
a-..I all .'vise wide verandas

Mlturtning lafaont .tltem wh3<ch are an
...v ,| iwith woven Wir« netting tha.t
.ti e mostituitoes and gn.it« and th"i
tliilest Insects cannot in. Kveryli out, has its light ..n all aides, and

j:i!l are surrounded by hedges of bril-
lljant leaves of many colors, or by
.strange .Vines and itrojileal flowers,
l'nc:. Sam Is Ihv gardener, «nd the
lawns ar watered and kept trimmed
by W,.v.t Indian negroes. The plants
are to a certain '\tent the choice
of ihe resM' nt. Nearly every woman
he;e Is a flow4r lover, and there are
wives of machinests who ilia.ve col¬
lections of orchids which would cost
in small fortune In dear old New
'York.

A Typical ilome.
Bui let me give you some pictures

of one of the well-to-do-hom-.s on
llho isthmus. The man who lives in
¦1t is a railroad official, not the htgtiiest
mor even next 10 the highest. He is
fairly well down in the ranks, and
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his salary is a littl*- abov.; $;oo p?r
month. Ilia home is the ordinary
house Which ITnole Sam ifurnlshcs to
a man of Uhat class.
How shall I descriibo !;? It Is sit¬

uated on the side of a hill here at

Ancaai In plain vlcrw o1 tho rolling
Pacific. Back of it ..,>.cre is a row
of royal palms, and about |{ a h-Jtljr*
of gorRvous rod and croon loavos. It
has altogether a half dozen moms
and is surrounded by a w!de porch

I scrc-f-ned in with wire and cover..!
with vln--s. Insid.? the wire, at t'ho

» front, orchids and other nir plants

Bargain Prices. Pay the Bill As Convenient.

For Good Solid Oak

Refrigerator
no:mixing
0F*FOOD
F.LAVOPS

Value $9.50.
The celebrated Zero and Buf-

iulo Refrigerators and Ice Boxe;;
are noted for their rich design,
beautiful finish and splendid
const nu t inn (charcoal filled).

This Complete Bed Outfit
including tlii- heavy Continuous
Post Enamel HEI), Genuine Woven
Wire SPRING and Soft Cotton
Top MATTRESS. All for

For This

Solid Oak
onnier

Just like illustration. Has large French
bevel mirror and large, roomv drawers;
value, $14.50.

Extra Special.Couch Bargain

Full Size Couch, of solid oik frame, all *terl construction;Upholstered in the best possible way, with chase
leather (guaranteed). Can you duplicate it for.....', $7.98

7 and 9 West Broad Street
Cheapest Cash or Credit Store in the City

iiang from the roof, and also t> rns
In pots with leave* which extend
.from the celling quite down to t w
lloor. ¦Sum.- of thes-r fern? have
fronds ab those of lite maiden-hair
fern, and others have leaves, which
look ike the horns of a deer. There
are chairs on t..;e vroraiida, ami this
forms the out-of-door sitting room.

EnUrlng the house you <-ome into
a living room, which Is, I Judge, eigh¬
teen feet h'iuare. At the, I'*ft .!* a
bedroom «itiite as larg>->, ano on the
other aide of the living room is a
big dining room with a china closet
built Into the wall. There Is also a
drying room of about th6 «'.z,3 c a:i
ordinary hall bedruom. which has an
elertr'.c stove to keep the cloth a
from molding during tho wet season
and "n the opposite side of this la a
kltoln-n The house lhas also a showerbath and other modern conveniences,

The Furniture.
The fur.-ilture of the ho-ute is all

supplied by Uncle "5am. It is sim¬ple, as t should be la the topics.
Then-' are wicker ohalrs, Includingirockor.\ lounges, tables and utools,and the beds are as good as at anyfirst-class hotel. The kltch.-n has a
refrigerator anil an iron cook stove,
it has a porcelain sink; -with plentyof fresh w.,ter from the Panama
\vat"r .works, awl a garbage can,which is emptied dally by Uncle Sam's
men. The light is electric, and costs
this housekeeper nothing. . Tho onlyhoot in the hou.v Is that of the cook
stove, and this com-r.s from soft coal
furnished freo J>y the govern.mc.i-t.and put in -without charge. One. fea¬
ture of the kitchen is the little pansof coal oil mi willed th,- legs of the
ncifrigcrator and of the kitchen tab!.-
stand. These are to prevent tho many]kinds of ants crawling up and gotting
at the provisions. Ants ate the chief
pest of th.- Isthmus. They are <»f all
Bisten and of cv.iry variety. Home will
eat wood, and others go /or ve^e-
taii>lo.< and everything sweet, if a
woman has plants s.:.o must k^op the
pots in bowls of water or the ants
will mt them) and 'f he should lea.vo
a pice of sugar oin anywhere it will
bo black or rod with the>e little In-
sects

Soiiic .MnrUotlng trrnngenientM.
/ Wish you could have as good a

dinner lo-,Jay as bad in this house
I am (hacrihlng. It was a Sundaydinner, and perhaps a Hill.» betten'
llr.ui tho ordinary meala, .but it was
quite ah good as any you could aeirv.
in your borne. We had a soup, a tlf-b
and a roast, wlt.h nn entree, or so,
ending with .eoffei-. Swiss chee»». ice
cream ami cake fo,- dess.-rt.
Tho most of i be food oame from

the commissary department, which Is!
practically the only source of supply,Unclg Sam runs a i>|g grocery störe
hitrc, and ho furnishes abniu al] the
¦food thai his 35.000 employes have to
oat. He lias a. catnlogite a.rvl prlre
lisr of everything, and ih,- prloes are
usually far below those of the States
For Instance, tin- roast beef we had
on the table caiiin from Chicago. Ii
wjis brougOjt down frozen stiff in cold
storage, and the price delivered at
th* house was 20 osnta a pound.
You would do well to get such herf

In your home market, and you would
have to pay 30 eer.ts at. the least. The
butter was oxc.ollent. It -was not
jvoarly so high-priced aa at liow, ond
my hostess told me that tihe prices
of all canned vegetables aro cut al¬
most in ibfllf. This Is especially so
with articles Importied from Europe.
We had as a saJad some German as-
paragtis of the kind which costs 35
cents a can In tho States. It la sold
here by the government for 20 cents a
can. We had alao some delicious French
peas, which coat one-third what they
do at üwmve. All things that are
brought here from abroad eome In
free of duty, and as tto*cy are fur-

Intshcd at only a little more than cost,
they ar->. cheaper

Living from Hntlll to Month.
As we ale I asked the lady of the
13« to t .1 nie huw ah« is u^.u,. i

She said:
"Wc live from ruind to mouth, but

in some rispocti we are very' much
hotter off than * t home, and !n others
I like our hom?~ ways Che better. We'are, In fact, socialists, with Uncle
Sam as the. governor. All of our food
com ¦? from the government stores,
and It Is from them that our bread,
our lee. our meat and even our clothes
are obtained. The Ice la delivered
e\ ry morning and put Into the Ice¬
box. Tthe coal is brought to th>- bins,
the hread '.. Mt at the door, and It Is
th» same with our clothes or anythingthat we order.
"Our orders ere made by nv;ans o>f

commissary books, wh'ch wc have the
right to buy up to 60 per cent of our
salaries. We cannot get a book, how¬
ever, until tttsa salary la earned, and
if wo should run out of a book at
the lattKir part of -he month w.i have
rather close forage, as \ou cannot
.. ly anything from I'nclc Sam except
with these hooks. This is the only
Place I know of where you cannot
pay money to get things. Thr\ only
legal tender Is one of ibrae hooks."

".Well," continued the lady, "all our
oid'is have to bo mado the day fh-t-
fore th y are filled. The government
has 'Is regular order man. who comes
around 'very morning and takes note
of the supplies that wu n-"«d. We
have to pay the order man !n ad-
vance for all we order, and he leave*
a copy of th-i order with us and takes
two copies with him. One of these
eoplts gojs to the commissary store,
Htid the other Is used. In keeping the
accounts." i

"Bill do you always get what you
ord/. rV

"As a general thing, yes. hut the
trouble Is Wo cannot pick out as you
could at a market, and we have to
take what is sent. J> may order port¬
erhouse steak, arid if thvi man sc-nda
ine a cut from th-» round I have no
nadrcas, If the steak sfnould he -had
I could take It to Üve health officer
and thus get back my money, but if
It Is merely of a different quality I
could do not'hln.g. I know of certain
housekeepers who when they receive
a tough steak ihcn» Uncle Sam hy set¬
ting 1.1 aside until it sT»oils. They
can Iben ta.kl-« it 4o the health officer,
and iwcovcr wlhat ,ihey have paid. As
a rule. how<vv»T, the nntrrdi-».s are ex¬
cellent. Th- bread Is fresh end good;
our lew comes from di^ti'lod water.
and It is delivered ai 40 eenls per
[hundred. Th« govrrnm.nt even outs
our kindling wood, a.nd it koops our
yards clean. Indeed, our living Is
much chaos per and hotter than w-3 had
i t a t home."

The servant Question.
I asked as to servant.--, and th*

lady replied:
"The cervn.'1'ts her.' are mostly Ja¬

maican negroes. I keep (hut one girl
and pay her $JS gold a moirtih. She
has Thuraday nfpernoon off, and she
must also stay at homo to get dinner
Sunday. .My girl is an .ixoiHent cook,
and Kho is ehofl-por than ordinary. The
highest officials have more servants,
tend tiha engineer commissioners have
about tho same kind of an establish¬
ment that such men would have. In
the States. They have their cooks,
hutlern and chambermaids. A good
oook gats a.bout *?<\ a hutW $1? and
a chambermaid MB. As to the wash¬
ing said Ironing, that la ruften done in
the house hy oho cook when on? ha.i
but two girls, and sometlmics by Ja¬
maican negresr.es, who come in and
wash and iron for a dollar a day. We
can also s*and our cloUtes to the gov¬
ernment laundry, ibut It cost* more,
although th- work Is "*r*-u dona An-

-.'.
other trouble is the. -machines cut of;ibo buttons."

httt 3ure I'W hours for meals?""They vary |n different mouses.Thi -ordinary meals are throe, tieHr«i bnt«kfast la coftoo and rolle.This is served all the way from 6until :.. according to th-s. workinghours of the man. Tile noxt meal isH substantial break-fast served about11 or. 12, and thru ihere Is a dlnn»rtil from 5 to 7 Most all of the ladiesbuy.? artomoon tea at :t ,>r 4 o'clock.The usual calling hours are. from 4until 7. and nearly ovary one Is Irkbed by 10."
Where the ( lotlira Come From.One of Uvo troublts of the womanof the isthmus is to g t rvtrw clothing.T,»on are practically no dressmakersamong the Panamanians, and nearlyovorythlhg has to be made at h^.moand nont down. The govornmemtBtor s have some leady-made things.bu| these ar. mostly for men. andthe women mna either make, tfiacsrown clothes, or order them from theMat's. I know some ladles who dothis through th.! professional shoppers.They send in their measurements, andthe gowns and other things are sup-pll'd on approval. ITS* woman whodoes the shopping In the ITnlted States

gets It p:r cent on all that shi buys,but this commission comes öut of ta*merchant
-Vs to wash dresses, many of th«mare made her« In the homes. Someol the Canal y.-.n- women do sowing,and there are n few Jamaica sewingKlrls and one or tw0 native dress¬makers in Panama and Colon. Uiuuare especially cheap. ae Panamaii'/aw« practical ly no duty upon them,and th>- same Is true of the beautiful

Krass cloths known as <'.niton linens,whi'-i, are sh:;.;...! h..r.- from China,and sold by the Chinese. -Silks of allkinds ar* oheap, and especially silkstockings, shirt waist and skirts.
I am told that Urn eost of a wo¬

man's clothing la muoh <ih*>aper atPanama than at hotn.e. and this forMm reason that she iias to provide for
only one season. Th^ people <»var
summer clothes the year round, andthey have no us,, for tallormad.. rults,fura nor costly garment* of word.
As to hats, thena is. l believe, oneFrondh milliner, but most of th« fancyhata come In from the Stairs. The

most popular everyday hat Is the Pan¬
ama or llppl-jappi, pronounced hippl-happl. Thu Jlppl-Jappl sold hc»rc la
coarse. It Is mad> of straw andfchlpp-d In from Ecuador. One can
ge.t a very fair m.j for %3 or %A,whereas a broad-trimmed Panama,ibeautyfully wovon, will cost $s. no
or Jlö. and more. All of these hats
nro trim imsd to suit th" taste of the
wwarir. and often by the wearers
themselves.
As a mile, the women of the isth¬

mus drees w 1 T.i., moat of them
have clothes which lit. and they knowhöw to wear thorn. Tr,.?y have Rood
W&rdrobea, and at a ball at the Tivoli
Hotel you will see as many fine dressva
and 11 eins to me more line looking
women tr.at at a WiMbe, irons,, re
tion. We havja here the wives and
d-aughters of many i.rmy officer!, aifd
the eviyloyes of th^ government i. -»
are the best paid of Iheir kind In -j
world and they al! dress In good
taste
Amuacfeats, Onncea .and Mnaqur-.

ride Halls.
And this brings me to the subject

of the amusements mf this IstUumis,
The women h«;re are socially inclined,
and there are a number of so:.-
sets, Just as at home. There Is tho
army set consisting of the wives f
the high officials and of th.» army a.-..I
navy, for you know we have a r,?:-
mont here and som* at Uncle -Sam's
marines. Th'n i'-s>ro is a clerical »et
with divisions ranging somewhat ac-

cor«J;ng to sa.larUs, and thero Is *

soolety m.-uV- up of the »J.ws o' th,
nrechanics and or.her«. All of th- >

Intermix more or VCJ,a with one an¬
other, although there aw certain well
established distinctions and v?<"«de-.
There la considerable dinner gtvtng

and tvo glvinif and tltuere are .na.s-
fiurade balls nnd many dances of onn
kind or anothor. Tlicre are dnnce.i
. very two WOOkS at th* Tivoli Hotel,
paid fAr by the Tlvo'.l Club, v. 1,
has TO" members. Thcs» 3an<"et -re
.he events uf th nv-nth and are at-
trr.d'd by the worn in from al! parts
of the zone.
Among the other amusements are

picnics to old Panama. Fort Lorenzo,
the Island of Tahoga. and day excur¬
sions out Into the Jungles. There are.
tennis Rames at every station, and
among certain classes bridge is quite
as common ns It Is at home.

Tae Womnn'a Clnh movement.
And then tb'i women's clubs. Ton

¦will find one or more of th'm at every
station upon th-i Canal Z-on«e. and their
different activities cove- every form
of cilub -work. Some of t'hi m are. de¬
voted to religious movement« of one

kind or ottver Oth-rs are for social
enjoyment, and othors for üvtclluctual
culture. T know one. club which U
taking irp Panama History thin werk.
And then there Is a 'branch of t «

International Sunshine Society, whose
interests centre a.round the work for
blind babies In Now Vork. and theTe
n:-e mistlonary societies of the va¬
rious Isthmian churches. Chrlstobal
lias a current events club. Culahra a
Colon Christian League Club, and
there are. prlvaH" card olWbS and hrldgo
clibs galore.
"We have also a number ff women'"

guilds n.nd altar SOCltetii*«. Wiho«* mem¬

bers are teacher.* In thlfi Sunday
schools of fhe Episcopal Church, a

bnr.cb of the Women's Foreign ^rls-
blonary Soolety at tho Methwdiat
Church, «hieb maintains two scholar¬
ships in the Methodist Clollifrgw In Pan¬
ama H.nd a Gatu/n rfoolie-ty, which has
ftirnJshKd the datum dormitory In
the Arthur home at Summit, N. 3.
And then there are the women's ba1x-
Hlololes of some of the seieret order
Bccl/Mle*. VWi have the Taughters cf
rtehekom at Oorgona. the Pythian Sis¬
ters, allied to Ihe Rrothe.rhnod of TjO-
comotive F.nfrln^crs at I-as Cascades,
and the Alfaretta Council <if the TV-
frre,- of pochontas at Culehra

All of "the various rlulbs have their
rerpros<-ntfl.t.!vr-s In the Canal Zo-n--
Ic.dlJtratlon of Women's Cluhs, and
most of t.hc.m are working together
for tho Ihott'ftring of the moral ron-

dltlona on the Isthmtia. Tihoy keep
their cs/os on 4W« schools, upon c».r-

tahl f-at.uros of sanitation and upon
the "moral tone of the zone Fully
ha.If of the women of the isthmus now
belong io them, and a.HogvMlv'r 1h"Y
¦have, done a great de.al of good.
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